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Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 21, 2025

God... wills everyone to be saved and
to come to knowledge of the truth.

-- 1 Timothy 2:4

Daqi?M ass

Week of September 22" — 26"

Monday: 8:00 Fr. Jay Matthews+
Tuesday: 8:00 Alberto Campain+
Wednesday: 8:00 Intentions: Mickie Van Deusen

Thursday:  8:00 Intentions: Michael Ray Van Deusen
Friday: 8:00 Jack Robert Nelson+
\Nl~ Please remember the sick in our
") Parish, especially, Georgia Ponto-

N

(A \ niere, Maria Corrales, Dan McDon-

P ayer ald, Lorraine Heinemann, Lisa

zests Wemple, Sarah Wren, Marian

Flandick, James Breen, Janet Lau-

rent, Anil Siu, Peggy Delson-Rini, Frank Rini and Cecilia
Uyeda.

Weekly Collections

September 14 , 2025 $7,344.00

Priests Retirement Fund

$2.427.00

My Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Next week’s gospel tells us the story
about the rich man and Lazarus.

The rich man lived in the lap of luxury
and was completely oblivious to the
plight of poor Lazarus. After their
deaths, they experienced a reversal of
fortunes. Lazarus rested comfortably
in the bosom of Abraham while the
rich man wallowed in the pit of despair.

The rich man was condemned to the netherworld, not
because of his wealth, but because of his indifference
toward Lazarus. Even in death, he refused to accord Laz-
arus the respect he deserved:

“Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water
and cool my tongue...”

The warning to you and me is clear: if we ignore the
needs of our brothers and sisters in this life, we will pay
the price in the world to come.

Love, Fr. Leo
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Today’s Readings

A  The master

commended

him for  First Reading -- The Lord nev-

acting  er forgets the sins of those who

pridentd take advantage of the poor
‘ (Amos 8:4-7).

Psalm -- Praise the Lord who
lifts up the poor (Psalm 113).

Second Reading -- God our savior wills everyone
to be saved (1 Timothy 2:1-8).

Gospel -- The one who is trustworthy in small mat-
ters is also trustworthy in great ones (Luke 16:1-13
[10-13]).
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Through Love’s Great Power!

Through love’s great power to be made whole
In mind and body, heart and soul --
Through freedom to find joy, or be

By dint of joy itself set free
In love and in companionhood:
This is the true and natural good.

To undo justice, and to seek
To quash the rights that guard the weak --
To sneer at love, and wrench apart
The bonds of body, mind and heart
With specious reason and no rhyme:
This is the true unnatural crime.

-- Vikram Seth

A Message From the Parish Office!

If you are receiving offering envelopes that you do not
use or want, please call the Parish Office. We will make
sure that the Envelope Service removes you from their
mailing list.

Also, anyone who does not presently receive offering en-
velopes but would like to, please call the Parish Office.
Thank You!

Please Note!

Corpus Christi School is updating their Family,
Friends and Alumni information. Please send your
current contact information, including email ad-
dress, to: development@corpuschristischool.com.
Thank you.
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;‘\!'% Community Potluck!
+
:15 Corpus Christi Hospitality invites you to a joyful pot- I
:_‘i_% luck gathering on Saturday, September 27", after Hi
:I‘i_%} the 5:00 p.m. Mass in the Gibson Center. Bring your HH
[H]

i
== basket. Thank you as always for making these pot-

H
:1-:{ lucks a success!
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Genesis Breakfast Fundraiser!

You are invited to the Genesis “Be the Change” Breakfast
Fundraiser. Genesis is an interfaith social justice coalition
which Corpus Christi is a founding member congregation.
Many of you have met Mary Lim, Executive Director, who
organized the Candidate Forum for the Alameda County
District Five Supervisor in September of 2024, which Cor-
pus Christi hosted. Come find out what social justice work
Genesis is doing and how you can help support. The date
is Saturday, September 27", from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. at
the First Unitarian Church of Oakland, 685 -- 14" Street.

Treasures From Our Tradition!

When the Roman Empire turned a favorable eye toward
the once-persecuted Christians, among the effects was a
population explosion in the baptismal font, as Christian
sympathizers stepped from the shadows. With more and
more people becoming Christians, laws were passed to
protect Sunday as a work-free day. Soon, it became pos-
sible to celebrate Mass later in the morning, rather than
the older custom of gathering before dawn to celebrate
Eucharist. Amazingly, despite the increasing numbers of
Christians, there was great resistance to adding to the
number of worship events; the Eucharist that began as a
few friends around a table soon was transformed into a
more formal event with throngs crowding a large hall. All
the Christians in a city or town would gather around the
bishop for the one Sunday Eucharist, and only when the
crowds became unmanageable was there an impulse to
divide the assembly by splitting off a new bishop and
flock.

Now, sixteen hundred years later, many parishes see a
need to trim or combine Mass schedules. This is often
seen as tough surgery. Yet our forebears in the faith
would see it as a gain: a filling up of the Eucharist with a
large and vigorous assembly, a fullness of ministry, an
opportunity to make the Church more fully visible and
stronger for service.

Meditations!

I've learnt that people will forget what you said,
people will forget what you did, but
people will never forget how
you made them feel.

Maya Angelou

Readings For The Week
Septembey 22 -- 27

Monday: First Reading Ezra 1:1-6;
Psalm 126;
Gospel Luke 8:16-18

Tuesday: First Reading Ezra 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20;
Psalm 122;
Gospel Luke 8:19-21

Wednesday: First Reading Ezra 9:5-9;
Responsorial Psalm Tobit 13:2, 3-4a;
Gospel Luke 9:1-6

Thursday: First Reading Haggai 1:1-8;
Psalm 149;
Gospel Luke 9:7-9

Friday: First Reading Haggai 2:1-9;
Psalm 43;
Gospel Luke 9:18-22

Saturday: First Reading Zechariah 2:5-9, 14-153;
Responsorial Psalm Jeremiah 31:10, 11-12ab;
Gospel Luke 9:43b-45
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Priorities!

In the first reading, the prophet Amos rages against
all those whose greed is so great that they would
close their eyes and hearts to the needs of the poor
among them. To make a buck is one thing, Amos is
saying. To make it on the backs of the helpless is
quite another.

In the second reading, Paul reminds us of our charge

and duty to pray. He issues a call to more expansive
prayer that should mark the daily life of Christians.

In the Gospel, Jesus describes the wholehearted ef-
fort of a crafty servant who sees “downsizing” head-
ing his way. Jesus finds him a marvel and puzzles
over why such cleverness is limited to the world of
commerce. Jesus wonders why those who seek a
“position” in the reign of God lack such wit and
wherewithal.
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Saints & Special Observances!
Tuesday, September 23™: St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest

Friday, September 26™  Sts. Cosmas & Damian,

Martyrs

Saturday, September 27" St. Vincent de Paul, Priest




