
 Second Sunday of Easter 
 

April 12, 2026 
 

“Blessed are those who have not seen 
and have believed.” 

  

-- John 20:29b 

Please remember the sick in our Parish, es-
pecially Linda Peng, Georgia Pontoniere, 
Dan McDonald, Lisa Wemple, Sarah Wren, 
Marian Flandick, James Breen, Janet Lau-

rent, Anil Siu, Peggy Delson-Rini, Frank Rini and Cecilia 
Uyeda. 

                      
 
 
 

 Week of April 13th – 17th 
 

Monday:        8:00   Elizabeth Meagher+ 
Tuesday:       8:00   Special Intentions: Loel Miller 
Wednesday:  8:00   Della Roberts+ 
Thursday:      8:00  Charles & Bernadena Elsenius+ 
Friday:           8:00  Special Intentions 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Spring is here and new life appears. Flow-
ers are blooming, trees are resplendent in 
their delicate greenery. As Christians we 
celebrate the resurrection of the Lord and 
its flowering in the newly baptized.  
 

But at the same time death is flourishing all 
over the world. This country is at war and already Ameri-
cans have died, in small numbers, with more to come. But 
thousands of Iranians have died, mostly civilians; the ad-
ministration in Washington is threatening devastating at-
tacks in Iran, not only on military sites but on electric grids 
and other areas on which civilians depend for ordinary 
daily life. 
 

Opposition from other governments and domestic voices 
here are ignored, even as it is made clear that such ac-
tions are offenses against international law. Targeted as-
sassinations -- outright murder -- are part of ordinary poli-
cy. 
 

More importantly for us, these are moral outrages, crimes 
that offend basic religious sensibilities. At least one Cath-
olic bishop has made it clear that this activity is opposed 
to the long held teaching of our church about the princi-
ples for engaging in a just war. This war is a crime 
against humanity and the law of God. 
 

We as citizens are powerless in the hands of a govern-
ment that is heedless of our concerns: millions of our peo-
ple have twice taken to the streets to protest against its 
criminal war making. 
 

We can only cry out to heaven for change. (An active 
Congress would be a place to start.) Lord, have mercy we 
cry at the beginning of our Eucharist. 
 

Perhaps we are left with the cry of Jesus on the cross: My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken us. 
 

        Fr. Basil 

Gardening! 
 

Kind hearts are the garden, 
Kind thoughts are the root, 

Kind words are the blossoms, 
Kind deeds are the fruit. 

             --  Anonymous 

Today’s Readings! 
 

First Reading -- All who believed were devoted to the 
teachings of the apostles, the communal life, the breaking 
of the bread, and prayer (Acts 2:42-47). 
 

Psalm -- Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love 
is everlasting (Psalm 118). 
 

Second Reading -- God has given us an undiminished 
inheritance, safeguarding for us in heaven (1 Peter 1:3-9). 
 

Gospel -- The risen Christ comes to his disciples with 
peace and the Spirit. The absent Thomas doubts (John 
20:19-31). 

Please Note: 
 

Remember to make all checks payable to Corpus 
Christi Church. And, indicate in the Memo line what 
the check is for. Thank you for your cooperation! 

Weekly Collections  

Plate March 29th $12,589.00 

St. Vincent de Paul $2,045.00 

Stay With Us, Lord! 
 

Walk with us, Lord, along the road of resurrection! 
Explain for us, so slow to believe, 

the things that Scripture says of you. 
Break the bread of the Eucharist with us 

whenever we share our lives 
with our brothers and sisters. 

Stay with us each time night approaches 
and the daylight fades in our hearts! 
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Readings For The Week 
April 13th -- 18th    

 

Monday:  First Reading Acts 4:23-31; 
    Psalm 2; 
    Gospel John 3:1-8 
 

Tuesday:  First Reading Acts 4:32-37; 
     Psalm 93; 
      Gospel John 3:7b-15 
 

Wednesday:  First Reading Acts 5:17-26; 
      Psalm 34; 
      Gospel John 3:16-21 
 

Thursday:  First Reading Acts 5:27-33; 
      Psalm 34; 
      Gospel John 3:31-36 
 

Friday:  First Reading Acts 5:34-42; 
     Psalm 27; 
     Gospel John 6:1-15 
 

Saturday:  First Reading Acts 6:1-7; 
     Psalm 33; 
     Gospel John 6:16-21 

Juice Box Mixer! 
 

Calling all Corpus Christi Families! Enjoy snack time and 
mingle with other Parish families on the Green Space af-
ter the 10:30 a.m. Mass next Sunday, April 19th.  Families 
with children of any age are encouraged to come say hel-
lo. Hosted by Family Circle, a new Corpus Christi ministry 
with a mission to connect families within our faith commu-
nity. 

Treasures From Our Tradition! 
 

Long ago, the custom of sending some pieces of conse-
crated bread from the Lord’s table began to take hold. 
Originally it was a way of assuring the sick and impris-
oned of their bonds of faith and affection with the commu-
nity from whom they were separated. By the third century, 
at least in Rome, we have evidence that the bishop would 
consign some of the sacred elements to presbyters or 
deacons. 
 

There was a crisis in the unity of the church early on, 
called the quartodeciman controversy, since some people 
wanted to celebrate the Pasch on the fourteenth day 
(quartodecima) on the Jewish month Nissan, even if it 
didn’t fall on a Sunday. The debate so fractured the 
church that the historian of the era, Eusebius, reported a 
new development to the pope. He wrote that the churches 
holding to the Lord’s Day sent out consecrated bread to 
the disgruntled people of the quartodeciman pastors with 
whom they were quarreling. Meanwhile, bishops com-
plained about people taking the Eucharist home. St. Cyp-
rian told a cautionary tale of a sinful woman who tried to 
open the “casket” containing the consecrated bread in her 
home. She was deterred from receiving, he said, by 
flames erupting from the box. Clearly, he wanted people 
to think twice before bringing Communion home! 
 

The Council of Nicaea defined the “old rule of the church” 
as allowing for reserving the Eucharistic bread for the 
sake of the dying. The same council could foresee cir-
cumstances of persecution when people might have the 
Eucharist on hand to administer to one another in a time 
of great danger, literally, at the point of a sword. The first 
and enduring purpose for reserving the Eucharist is viati-
cum for the dying. 

Feast of Faith -- The Homily! 
 

The  ambo, or pulpit, is a special place -- it is the 
place for God's word. That is why it is not used 

for all the spoken words of the Mass, even important 
words like the collects and the blessing. The ambo is only 
used for the scripture readings, and for the homily and the 
prayer of the faithful. 
 

The  homily is part of the Liturgy of the Word. It flows 
from the readings we have just heard and helps us to un-
derstand the way in which God is speaking to us today. 
The homily is not a lecture, a catechism lesson or a 
speech. It is more like an exhortation; it has an urgency 
about it. It calls us to find ourselves in the scripture, to live 
the faith we profess, to see our world by the light of the 
Gospel. The homily, in itself a response to God's word, 
demands a response from us. There are many styles of 
preaching and many ways to respond to the scriptures. 
But whether the homily is weak or strong, an open ear 
and an open heart can find in it an abundance of spiritual 
nourishment. 

Get Real! 
 

Those of us who flatter ourselves 
that we have a "realistic" view of the 
world may listen to the first reading 
today and say, "Get Real," when we 
hear Luke's account of the early 

Elysian days of the Christian movement. All seems to 
be rosy, lots of wonders are performed, everyone 
shares selflessly, they eat together in "exultation" and 
the Lord added to their numbers? Well, who wouldn't 
be attracted to a group like this? From the wind that 
swept through the upper room at Pentecost as the 
Spirit of God blew over the face of the waters in Gen-
esis, and the fire that appeared over each disciple as 
the light appeared at the dawn of creation, Luke's in-
tent in Acts is to show a new creation, a restoration of 
creation's original goodness through the working of 
the Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit who continues to make 
us into the Body of Christ. We may occasionally, like 
Thomas in the Gospel, say, "Get Real;" but, our ulti-
mate reality in the Spirit is to work continually to make 
our Christian community a new creation, one in which 
others will find God's joy and beauty. 


